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Photo-identification
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Burdin et al.,
1994-2011 (205)

Tyurneva y Vertyankin
2004-2011 (149)

232 photo-id whales
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23 MATCHES

15-18% of the Western gray whales’
population size

10 females, 8 males, 5 unknown sex

7 matches from Mexico with Sakhalin I. and
Kamchatka P.

12 matches from Mexico with only Sakhalin I.

4 matches from Mexico with only Kamchatka
P.



19 whales (8 females, 8 males, 3 unknown
sex) were registered in two or more
consecutive seasons

13 matches in two consecutive seasons
10 matches in three consecutive seasons

7 of the ten females were sighted with calf in
Mexico

6 females with calf in Mexico were sighted
next summer, three with calf and three
without calf



Example #1 Male (Rus-US 52, IBM 26)
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Example #2 Female (Rus-US 42, IBM 90, K 01)
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Example #3 Female (Rus-US 85, IBM 519)

Winter



Example #3 Female (Rus-US 85, IBM 519)

Winter




Conclusions

* This is the most complete information of individual
movements during the migratory cycle of any whale
population.

e This results, together with the genetic matches and
the movements of the tagged whales open the door
for a reconsideration of the population structure of
the gray whales in the North Pacific Ocean.

 The results could suggest that some eastern gray
whales occupied historical feeding grounds of the
western gray whales.
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Example #3 Female (Kam 114)
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